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28K OGTOBRE-DRECEMBRE 1925,

P. 109, i 6 dnfre. Live Jast . an ficw de Ju

Poaoh, 1 g, Lire &, Ajouter ¢ cf. Jawinini, data’y p. 159, 1 3

L & igfre : live (s, au licu do gos.
P. 105, 1. 15. Aulicu de (yikéy, lire ).

P 10bd, var. y. Sapprimer le venvoi an Mufum de Yigor, qui se
rapporle & nne aufre ile &alls. La stlls Jalifa ou plutdt Galifa da
texte de Abat 1lamid est woe ile de la cote tunisienne. «I2ie do la Ga-
lite, dit ln Description nantique des cétes de PAlgérie par le commandant
A. Binann, suivie de rotes par M. ae Tussan, ingénicar hydvographe
(Paris, 1837, in-8°), et située & 25 milles au N. du cap Nogre; su plus
grande dimension est d’un peu moins de 3 milles; elle est formde par
des erres asses hautes dont les sommets sonl bien distincls et teés faciles
a reconnaitre de loin. Gelui de VE., qui est appelé communément le pic
e la Galire, a 877 mdives de hautenr; sa forme cst celle d'un pain de
sucre; dde pros 3l se préseute avee un aspeel sauvage, élanl presqu'en-
tidrement eomposé de grands rochers nus el escarpcs. Le sommet fe
plus élevd, qui a 476 métres, se trouve presene au milien de la lon-
gucur de Plle; sa forme est plus dvasde el un pen arvondie; entie Jos
deux it existe un allaissement qui est canse que de Join lo pic purail
comme une fle. Vers le 8. 0., & la distance d'un mille ot demi, il ya
denx tlote ou gyands rochers qui sont d'un aceds trds difficile, le plus
grand est désigné sur plusieurs carles sousle nom de Galiton de PUuest
ou du Ponant, ou simplement Galiton; Vnutve, qui est remavquaile par
sa forme conique ks élancée, cst connu sous e nom d'Adguille ou Ai-
grille du Galiton; & loncher celui-ci, dans sa partie S. 0., il y a un
troisidme rocher beancoup plus bas el qu'on n'spergoit que lorsqu'on
passe teés prds. Il exis 2 trois autres flots dans la pactic N. E. de la Ga-
lite, appelés les Canis; e pius gros d’cntre cux, qui esl anssi lo plus en
deb rs, & un mille de Pile principale, porte le nom de Galiton de PEst
ou du Levant; il w un petit rocher peu élevé A sa pointe N. O.n (p. 144-
145, avec une carte de ces fles et ilots). La chasss el Ja piche, dit
encore le méme oavrage (p. 146), y proeurent abondance de gibier e
de poisson; on y trouve quantité de lapins et de che ves, .. ... Lo sol
de 1. Galite pourrait étre cultivé, quoique la eauche de lerre végétile
ne soit pas bien épaisses ce qui contribace & ui donner cot aiv Liste el
dduuié, ce sont les ravages continuels qu’y font les Japius .t Jes chidvres;
prosque Loules les plantes naissantes soul détruiles, .

Tulfal al-1bib

Ms de Copenhague.
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first testiniony is by plastic artist Dr. Abdul
Qader Mohktar. This first testimony is
entitled “Folk Tradition: The Basis of
National Character and Nationalistic
Belonging”. The second testimony is by
novelist Abdel Monem Abdel Qader under
the title:" The Way to Folk Tradition”. The
third testimony is by poet Samir Abdel Baqi
and is entitled “A Prolegomena to a
Discourse on Drawing Inspiration”. The last
of these testimonies is by novelist Yousef
Abo Raya and is about “The Creative Text
From Ululation to Mourning”.

In AL Founoun AL Sha’bia art tour
section, we survey the proceedings of three
conferences and seminars related to folkloric
cultural affairs and folk traditions. We
survey first the proceedings of the second
scientific conference of the department of
Arabic language, faculty of Arts, Cairo
university, Beni Sewif branch under the title
“QOur Ancient Traditions: New Readings”.
Ikhlas Attala reviews the studies pertaining
to folkloric and oral tradition. The review is
made up of four sections, the first of which
deals with the extraction of theoretical
axioms proposed by Prof. Ezz Eddin Ismael
concerning the significance of tradition, our
attitude towards it and its relation to
creativity at the present. The second and
third sections tackle two researches by Dr.
Ibrahim Abdel Hafez about “Folk Proverbs
and Comparisons with Birds” and “AL Sira
Al-Hilaila Between Traditional and Modern
Fictions”. The last section concerns the
research introduced by research-worker
Mohamad Hasan Abdel Hafez under the title
“AL Sira AL Hilalia Between Orality,
literacy and Post - Literacy”. Then we
survey the proceedings of the series of

seminars held at the Egyptian society of folk

traditions under the title “Nubia Before
Displacement”. The first seminar tackled the

WA

system of customs, traditions and folk
beliefs in Nubia, particularly the festivities
and the position of woman in these
festivities. Among the participants of the
first seminar were Prof. Nawal EL Messiri
and Prof. Asaad Nadim. The second seminar
revolved upon “Artistic and Ornamental
Units of Ancient Nubia, and Their
Employment in Modern Plastic Arts and
Animation Pictures”. Dr. Salwa Abo EL-Ela
and Dr. Nahed Shaker Baba were among the
participants. In the third seminar, two senior
collectors of Egyptian oral traditions talked
about their field recollections as part of the
team commissioned by the centre of folk art
affiliated to the Academy of arts. These are
folklore experts Safwat Kamal and Hosni
lotfi. At the end of the seminars, two native
Nubians offered their our testimonies about
Nubia. These are Mostafa Mohamed Abdel
Qader and Mohamad Suleiman Gadkab. The
seminars were followed up by Atef Nawar
and Haitham Younis and prepared for
publication by Ahmad Bahi Edin Ahmad.

The tour also reviews the art exhibition
held at Town House Hall downtown by
artist Hoda lotfi about dolis. The artist was
interviewed by Hasan Sorour and the
interview focusses on the doll as a
traditional artistic folk product and a source
of inspiration in modern plastic arts. The
interview also tackled the fate of such a
product and how it is employed in
handicrafts and its relevarnce to the issue of
modernization in society and how it can
confront dolls mode of plastic and other raw
materials in China, Korea and the United
States.

Translated by:
Dr. Mohammad Bahnasy



60) from the village of Sahel Tahta,
affiliated to Tahta centre of Sohag
governorate. The material of these texts is
classified under serveral headings such as
“Mouring for a brother, a husband or an
elder brother”, “mouring for mother”,
Agirl’s mourning over her own state, and
orphans” mourning”.

The Library section in this issue and
opens with a distinctive reading by Nabeel
Farag of the major contributions of pioneer
of folk studies prof. Abdel Hamid Y ounis.
The reading shows the late professor’s
eminent role in the movement of critical and
literary innovations in the earlier years of
the second half of the twentieth century and
precisely after the july revolution of 1952.

Farag illuminates the late Professor’s role
in the domain of journalism since his
heading of the cultural section of
AL-Gambhouria newspaper in 1954 where he
made major contributions. Among these
contributions are the chances he offered to
many new talents and writers particularly
short story writers, proposing many new
concepts and the correction of old ones
while relying on the nationalist Egyptian and
Arab legacies in their popular and official
versions. The reading includes an interview
published for the first time in Egypt and
conducted by Ahmad Farag with the late
professor in 1979 on the occasions of his
having arrived at the age of seventy and the
publication of the Folkloric Dictionary in
Beirut.The studies of the late professor
sprang from his consciousness of the unity
of cultural experience which invlioves a
lively spacial and temporal experience and a
kind of knowledge in which personal
experience interacts with society, the
collective mind, conscience and common
humanitarian values. This section contains
and appendix of selections from the

writings of the late professor at various
phases of his eventful academic career such
as selections from journalistic articles like
“Towards a New Literature,” Al Gamouria,
12/12/1953, “Kamel Al Kilany”, Al’
Gambhouria, 20/10/1959 side by side with
extracts from his books such as “Folktale”,
The seven Books or Panjatintra”, “AL-Sira
AL-Hilaliya in History and Folk literalure,
“Our Society”, and “Al-Zaher Bebars in
Folktales”.

The Literary section also comprises a
review of layla Mosaoi’s book “Urban
Culture in The Cities of the Orient:
Discovering the Inner landscape of The
House” by Alla Edin Wahid. Wahid points
out that although the book is addressed to
the Western reader and attempts to explain
Islamic artistic exhibits at Scotland’s
national museum as the introduction of the
book national shows, it concerns the
contemporary Arabic reader in the first
place. It draws an emotionally charged
image of a society on the verge of transition
during the first half of the twentieth century.

AL-Founoun AL Sha’bia magazine
continues to publish testemonies by creative
writers concerning the relationship between
modern creative arts and oral tradition and
that between the creative individual and the
community. In former issues, we offered a
number of testimonies by creative writers
about their literary, cultural and social
formation which is closely allied with the
oral culture as an intentional or a
spontaneous source for their creative
acitivities in plastic, musical and literary
works. The creative artist internalizes the
various traces in his consciousness, of
folktales, songs, drawings, images, customs,
traditions, beliefs and social practices. In
this issue, we present four testimonies. The
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and Fiction”. The study is a full-fledged
reading of ALi Hamed Al Ghernati’s
masterpiece. The study starts with a

- discussion of what is.known as “Books of

Wonders and Fantastic Phenomena” in
Arabic tradition, The writer points out the
contents, authorship and dissemination of
such books during periods of disintegration
and colonialism. He then sheds light on the
masterpiece itself and on its author who
visited Egypt for the first time in 1114 and
travelled to different countries. He has been
persuaded by his friend Abo Hafs Amr Ibn
Mohamad to collect the wonders that he had
seen during his travels in a book form. The
wonders which were not seen by the author
but conveyed to him by word of mouth are
superstitious tales resembling in its nature
the fabulous tales of the Arabian Nights. At
the end of his study, the researcher casts
further light on the importance of the
fantastic material as a source of
entertainment and an incentive of the spirit
of adventure and exploration. The book also
contains some geographical and descriptive
details about the countries visted by the
author.

In the field of material culture, Dr. Salah
Ahmad Bahnasy presents an accurate
description of “AL-Geniba” (The dagger)
which is a distinctive feature of male folk
costume in Yemen. Al Geniba is a material
and social status symbol. The common
saying has it that “a man is judged by the
dagger he places on one of his sides”. Dr.
Bahnasy investigates the various aspects of
that item of material culture, starting with
the archeological evidene which proves that
Yemeni people made use of that item since
ancient times. He also casts light on its
social and scientific value and its various
uses on festive occasions. Then Dr. Bahnasy
offers on accurate description of the
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constituent parts of AL Geniba (the
spearhead, the blade, the sheath and the
belt).

Prof. Susan AL Said Yousef presents a
study entitled. “Woman and Identity: A
Sudy in Siwa Oasis”.The study is a folkloric
cultural reading of the Siwa woman and
evaluates the dramatic performance of these
women on various festive occasions and
through tribal kinetic movements such as
waking, talking and cooking in addition to
the symbols mainfest in female handicrafts.
Dr. Al Said relies on the historical method
and presents a historical survey of the oasis.
She has also benefited by the descriptive
method through filed trips in which she
participated in 2000 and 2001. Such trips
made it possible for her to witness the
various social occasions in the oasis. The
study aims at outlining female culture in the
oasis. This could pave the ground for
preserving woman’s cultural legacy instead
of distorting and wiping out her identity and
making society part of alien cultural forms
which are not in line with the historical,
social and cultural context of the Egyptian
society with its inherent customs, traditions
and specific civilizational character.

From the field of studies, we move on to
the textual filed. The issue comprises two
sets of filed - collected folk literary texts.
The first set is entitled ‘Tales and Stories:
Nubian Folk Texts”. The first tale is entitled
“Satan” and the second is “The Hawks’
Daughter”. The two tales are collected by
Amr Othman Khidr and narrated by sheikh
Abdel Rahman Ismail (aged 75) in August,
1967. The second set is “Mourning: Folk
Texts from The Sohag Governorate” and
comprises a number of folk elegies known
as Adid (mourning texts) collected and
documented by Ahmad AL Leithy and
narrated by Ateyat Megaly AL Deeb (aged



similarities obtaining between the two
discourses such as similarities in terms of
the language employed in the theatre and
that of folk texts.

Under the title “Omani Legends and
Folktales”, Dr. Asia Bent Nasser Ibn Seif
AL bo ALi presents a formalistic and
thematic study of two types of Omani folk
narratives. The first is a specimen of Omani
legends and is entitled “Half Gold and Half
Silver”. The second is a specimen of Omani
folktales and is entitled:"Fadel or Ramado”.

After offering detailed presentation of the
two specimens, Dr. Asia provides an
analysis based on Propp’s structuralist and
morphological method. The study falls into
two sections. The first section comprises a
formalistic study and involves two levels:
The first level constitutes the artistic
elements represented by characterization,
events, space, time and language. The second
level represents functional units such as the
unit of warning to the hero, that of inflicting
harm upon the hero and his victimization
and that of the hero’s lack for something in
addition to other units of which legends
rather than folktales are representatives such
as the forces opposing the hero and the unit
of the taboo-breaking hero. The second
section of the study is based on content
analysis and tackles the symbols employed
in the two narrative types such as the
symbolism of number three, the symbolism
of number seven, the symbol of the horse,
symbolism of magical instruments, and
symbolism of evil and of happy endings.

A number of questions stand behind the
morphological analysis upon which the
study is founded: To what extent do such
tales represent a collective cultural product
expressive of a social group as an emotional
identity? To what extent do these tales play
a role in having an impact on the folk beliefs

of the Omani people and revealing a
philosophy relevant to a deep human
experience in both its psychological and
societal dimensions? How could the tale
engage with the present? Or How could
people project into these tales what they
could not realize in reality?

Then we move on to a study by Dr. Al
Sayed Hamid entitled “Transparency and
Ethnographic Writing: A Study in Word and
Meaning”. The study tackles the
methodological foundations which an
anthropologist must be committed to while
conducting his field research so as to fulfill
the aims of his research in a way having no
effect on ethnographic realism and objective
truth or authenticity, i.e. he must guard
against the possibility of subjective
influences and the problem of belonging to
his native community as an insider. Within
this framework, Dr. Hamed concentrates on
the oral filed of the community under study -
its dialect and kinetic, symbolic,
epistemological and historical dimensions.

The study then tackles the proverb as a
folk oral genre and surveys the proverbial
types related to patterns of social
relationships such as kinship patterns
together with other patterns associated with
the culture and symbolic significance of folk
proverbs, Dr. Hamid attempts to apply and
test the validity of theoretical concepts
which occurred in his study particularly the
concept of the relationship obtaining
between oral performance and the
epistemological models within the minds of
the individuals belonging to a specific local
community.

From the field of orality we move on to
the filed of written literary folkloric
tradition. In this regard, Dr. Shawki Abdel
Qawi presents a study entitled “Tohfat Al
Albab and Nokhb it Al Egab Between Fact
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This Issue

The issue comprises six different
folkloric studies. The first study is by Dr.
Sami Soliman Ahmad and tackles “The
Discourse of Authenticity Between Folk Art
and Theatre Criticism in Egypt, The Phase
of Origin”. The study interfacially relates
folk art studies on the one hand with
theatrical criticism on the other. It poses a
pivotal question about the impact of folk art
studies on the discourse of Egyptian,
sociological dramatic criticism in the period
from 1945 up to 1967. It is at this period that
the two fields intersected for the first time in
the history of modern Egyptian culture.
Coupled together, the two discourses sought
to achieve authenticity in an attempt to find
roots for modern literary genres.

The study is based on the assumption that
the phenomenon of creative originality
involves many formative processes in which
different creative artists of modern literary
genres draw inspiration partially or
completely from aesthetic elements drawn
from folkloric literary genres. This is
motivated by a desire on the part of these
artists to break away with the fetters of
cultural dependence. This could be said to
have taken place during the period
mentioned above which witnessed three
stages: first, the establishment of a cultural
base for the study of folk arts within the
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precincts of the university. Secondly, The
emergence of a number of thespian
experiences and dramatic texts which drew
heavily on the aesthetic and performative
potentialities of literary folk art. Thirdly, the
formation of a new sociological dramatic
discourse .

The study handles the origin of folk art
studies from 1945 up to 1967. The research -
worker comes to important conclusions
which stress the role of these studies in
paving the ground for playwrights and
theatre critics to benefit from folk literary
and performative forms by focussing on folk
siras (legends) and folk tales and forming a
conception which conceives of folk art
forms as essentially thespian forms. This
was paralleled by a survey of the dramatic
texts and of the formation of a sociological
critical dramatic current.

The study then offers an analysis of the
way through which authentic aspects in
folkoric studies were transferred to
sociological, critical and theatrical
discourses. The study then tackles the
diverse elements associated with the
distinctive nature and function of the theatre.
It also analyzes the assumptions proposed by
folkloric research - workers and theatre
critics so as to outline the relations and
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